
A most peculiar year? 
The English language is meant to heard & spoken live, but we need to be 
prepared for a potential new lock-down, so this year's bibliography will be 
unusually interactive. 
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Thème 
2 à 3h /semaine 

Littérature 
3h /semaine 

Civilisation 
2 à 3 h / semaine 

Anne-Sophie André 
anne.andre@ac-
toulouse.fr 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE,  
MUCH ADO ABOUT 

NOTHING 

Travis D. Williams, F.H. 
Mares, Cambridge 

University Press, 2018, 
ISBN : 9781316626733.

E. BARRETT BROWNING,  
SONNETS FROM THE 
PORTUGUESE (1850) 

sonnets 13 à 23 inclus 
et 33 à 44 inclus, 

édition au choix des 
candidats 

NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE,  
THE SCARLET LETTER 

(1850) 

Penguin Classics, 2002, 
ISBN : .9780142437261  

Center, from left: Grantham Coleman, Jeremie Harris, Margaret Odette, 
Danielle Brooks and company in 'Much Ado About Nothing', Kenny Leon 
director, Public Theater, New York, Fall 2019, photo, Joan Marcus
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LITERATURE 

This year, our syllabus ranges across the many 
aspects of love : passionate love, secret love, 
shameful love, contrary love… We shall study the 
core texts in the following order : 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
and finally Shakespeare's play (to tie in with the 
performance of the play at Théâtre de la Cité in 
March). 

I want you to have read all three set texts twice by September, once in discovery mode and a second 
time with a pencil to make notes of things you find interesting, intriguing, complicated…. 

The introductions to the Cambridge edition & the Penguin editions for Hawthorne are required 
reading as well. 

This link to the British Library will provide you with a few elements to guide your reading of Barrett 
Browning's work. But I also advise you to check An Introduction to Poetry in English, Eric Doumerc, 
Wendy Harding (eds). Presses Universitaires du Mirail, Toulouse, 2007. 

Shakespeare's play has been filmed several times (two good and very different versions are Kenneth 
Branagh's 1993 Tuscan idyll and Joss Whedon's 2012 Hollywood setting). It's also a play that is very 
often put on stage during the summer, so check out the local festival listings wherever you happen to 
be this summer. 

Regarding Shakespeare and his world, this website will provide you with all the info you might want 
to learn. The Globe streams some of its plays for free right now, I advise you to watch A Midsummer 
Night's Dream at the very least. 

2

LYCÉE SAINT-SERNIN 4 JUIN 2020

CIVILISATION ENS PARIS-SACLAY 
The next two years' question is : 

Les Etats-Unis et la Chine sous la présidence de Xi Jinping (2013-2020) : 
aspects diplomatiques, économiques, commerciaux et militaires. 

We are still awaiting a bibliography from the ENS, but in the 
meantime, I advise you to brush up on the topic by compiling a file of 
articles as you come across them. I shall post a bibliography in early 
July. 

On Tuesday June 30th, Arte has a special Thema programme 
entitled : Chine-USA, la bataille de l'OMS, which sounds promising.

https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/elizabeth-barrett-browning-style-subject-and-reception
https://shakespearedocumented.folger.edu/exhibition
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwN-jwNNNQN-8sfKG-qg8uA


THÈME (or PROSE) 

This exercise requires a great breadth of knowledge, both in terms of the vocabulary you need to 
master and in terms of the awareness of the world around you you need to have. We never translate in 
a vacuum but with who we are. It is therefore key to have as vast a knowledge as possible to avoid the 
usual pitfalls of translation (anachronisms, stylistic deafness,…). 

This summer, your best preparation is to learn your irregular verbs by heart, go through all the texts 
you studied in Eng. Lit. and look out for the ways in which things are expressed (light, colour, sound, 
movement) but also the past, relative clauses… Fill a notebook with the vocabulary you see coming up 
again and again, it will be most useful. 

CIVILISATION ENS LYON 

M. Petit is in charge of this class and will give you all the relevant information. But obviously, keeping 
up to date with the news, listening to the BBC or NPR are givens. 

Required study aids: 

P. Rafroidi et al, Le Nouveau Manuel de l’Angliciste, ed. Ophrys, 1986 

S. Persec, J. - C. Burgué, La Grammaire Raisonnée de l’Anglais 2, Ophrys, 1999 

M. H. Abrams, A Glossary of Literary Terms, Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2009 

Ouvrages complémentaires conseillés 

F. Grellet, The Mirrored Image, Initiation au thème anglais, Hachette U. (peu importe l’édition) 

Anglais -Khâgnes, Editions Atlande, 2012 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/live:bbc_radio_fourfm
https://www.npr.org/?t=1592988031934
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